
Have  your  say  on  S log ’s  B log  -  v is i t  the  websi te  www.marlboroughgol fc lub .co .uk

T H I S T L E

N E W S L E T T E R  O F  M A R L B O R O U G H  G O L F  C L U B
Wednesday 24 December 2009

Santa  Rings  Al l  The  Bel ls !
On a spectacular sunny day with fresh snow setting the perfect Christmas 

scene, Father Christmas (for, yes, it was the real one) made a memorable entrance 
at the club’s Family Party on Sunday.  Club captain David Jackson missed his arrival 
having been unaccountably called away just minutes before the helicopter touched 
down.

Said David ÒHad I been there it  would 
have been a moment to treasure in my year of 
captaincy.Ó  Later, in a packed clubhouse, the 
children were each given the chance to talk to 
Santa and receive a gift.  ÒThe children were 
spellboundÓ David added Òand the look in their 
eyes as they spoke was pure magic.  At least, 
thatÕs what Father Christmas told me later.Ó

 It  was a Þtting climax to a wonderful 
afternoon with a record attendance requiring 
extra tables in the bar area to avoid disappointing 
too many.  Guests enjoyed a beautifully presented 
four-course meal and coffee for £15 with no 
charge at all for the children.  AndyÕs Disco 

helped the party along 
with music and some games for everyone.  For instance, the sinister Þgure (left) is 
one half of MC Catering.  Peter has requested we donÕt disclose which half.

 With Christmas card view from the clubhouse, it couldn’t have been 
a better day.  We even maintained our “We never close!” reputation with 
a few intrepid golfers actually out playing and enjoying the sunshine.  All 
regular greens, too, though they looked to be running a little slower than 
usual.  Can we match it on New Year’s Eve?  Well over a hundred of you 
have booked so maybe we can!

A few of the children formed a reception party for the star guest

Guess who?
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Our scratch seniors team, who won 
the league last term, have hit top spot 
again  after an impressive 3-0 away win at 
Chippenham.  Team captain and reigning 
Wiltshire seniors champion, Guy Piercy, 
has high hopes of  retaining the title.

ÒThe atmosphere at the matches is greatÓ said 
Guy ÒIt is very 
good-humoured 
but of course we 
all want to win!Ó   
To qualify, players 
must be over 54 
and be prepared 
to play four-ball 
m at ch es o f f 
scratch.  With three games remaining, two of which 
are at home, the Marlborough team have a second 
title within reach.

The latest win, a clean sweep at Chippenham,  
shows the team are in good form.   Captain Guy and 
his partner Hugh Crossan found themselves three 
down after just Þve holes but three birdies from Hugh 
and another brace from Guy saw them recover to win 
two and one. 

The next fixture in February is a 
home tie with second-placed West Wilts.  A 
tough away fixture at Tidworth follows and 
the last match is at home to South Wilts.  It 
would be nice to bring home the first 
trophy of the year in March.  Good luck, 
boys!

THISTLE

The Constitution Updated

Over the last few months David Capel 
and Lewes Addison have been busy updating 
the club’s constitution and tidying up a few 
loose ends. 

Though most of us arenÕt aware of it, the 
constitution is!very  important to the way your club 
is run.  Among the more signiÞcant improvements 
are clearer deÞnitions of membersÕ voting rights    
and the nomination of trustees.  We have now 
formally included Ògood quality facilities at 
affordable pricesÓ as an objective and the post of 
deputy chairman has been formalised with speciÞc 
duties.

There are other changes, mostly intended for 
clariÞcation or to reßect changing times - for 
example, the limit  on social members has been 
removed to allow for inclusion of the tennis club.  
There is a copy of the new constitution on the 
website with a synopsis of the changes.  Just go to 
the membersÕ homepage, general news and you will 
see a link.

The changes require a motion to be put 
at the AGM so members can vote on the new 
wording.  Make sure you know whatthe 
changes are and why they are necessary.

Title-holders Go Top Trish Helps The WAA
Past ladies captain, Trish King, has 

handed over a cheque for £2100 to the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance.  

Bruce Jarvis, Helicopter Paramedic with 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance was delighted to accept 
a cheque from Trish King (past Lady Captain).! 
The funds were raised!throughout!her year as 
captain.

“I would like to thank all those who 
have helped us, members and visitors.”  
said Trish.  “The Air Ambulance does such 
a vital job and one which we golfers have 
had reason to call on many times.”

New Year’s  Eve is  Go!
The idea of getting a New Year’s Eve do  

up and running with only a few weeks to go 
seemed ... well, daft.

But with a hundred bookings now in the bag and more 
coming in, it seems MC Catering have pulled it off.  Maybe 
the bargain price of £10 for a hot buffet choice and disco (on 
New yearÕs Eve?  Come on!) was what attracted you.  Anyway, 
itÕs definitely on now.

Still room for a few more so see you there!

Changes have been made that need your approval
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