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Vice-captain Neil Patch has managed to extend to seven the number  of clubs prepared to 
offer  members free golf in exchange for similar cour tesies at Marlborough.  ÒWe are delighted to 
be able to add such high-quality courses to the ever-growing l istÓ  said Neil.  ÒWe want to be able to 
offer members as much value as we can for their  hard-earned cash.  All  the clubs we have reciprocal 
ar rangements with are a good day out and sufficiently dif ferent to make them wor th the tr ip.  I  am 
looking to add more, maybe looking nor th to the Cotswolds to balance things upÓ 

    The full list is now Ashley Wood, Basingstoke, Canford Magna, 
Clevedon, New Forest, Royal Winchester and Salisbury & South 
Wilts.  Arrangement for setting up a visit are done through the 
ofÞce and you should contact Les or Rita before planning anything.    
We will wish to avoid busy times for visiting groups, as will our 
reciprocal clubs.  The full list will operate from April 2010 but some 
are available now.   A small admin charge is payable to cover the 
arrangements and visits are limited to one fourball per week, 
Monday to Friday only.

   Though not quite such a bargain as NeilÕs arrangements, the 
County Card which previously cost £15 will be free this year and 

offers the chance to play at hundreds of clubs over 28 counties for a much reduced rate - as little as £10 in 
Wiltshire.  You will receive your card with your renewal package in April.  

So why not  star t planning  some days out  with  friends?   There  has never been a better 
oppor tunity to mak e the most of  your club member ship and get out more!

T H I S T L E
Friday, 1st August 2008

Friday, 19th February 2010

Enj oy M or e Days Out  - Fr ee!
Our  l i st  of  par t i ci pat i ng Ôr eci p r ocal Õ venues get s b i gger

Mor ning shadows from the clubhouse

Looking from the 11th tee at Clevedon

Val en t i nes Get s t he M r  &  M r s T r eat m en t
It  was another  packed house for  the  gour met  menu and 

fun  and games served up  for  our  ValentineÕs Evening.  The 
stair s and restaurant  were bedecked with  hear ts and ßowers 
to set the scene.

Guy Piercy did the introductions but once again, the stars of the show 
were you - the atmosphere was great and you all wanted to join in the fun.  
So much so that when Jeanette Patch and Richard Pickles came to co-present 
our version of ÒMr and MrsÓ there was a draw to Þnd the lucky four couples 
to compete.  And, boy, did we discover some things about married life!

In the end we had to have a tie-break question to decide the winners and 
Kathy Leach triumphed for remembering ÒBlockbustersÓ was hosted by Bob 
Holness.  She and Tony won Sunday lunch for two.

A fun  evening  with  star tling  revelations  about  TonyÕs 
choice of  underw ear!  Your secret is safe with us , Tony. Sheila Hubie correctly reads husband David’s mind
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Three Clubs and an AGM
Jen n y a sk s : 

S i m o n I  a m 
o r g a n i s i n g a 
prestig e golf  event 
and it  has been 
suggested that  we 
could  have a super 
priz e, lik e a new 
car, for a hole in one at a long par three .  

One of my committee says heÕs heard there are 
problems with this.  Can you explain?

Simon  says: One difÞculty ,  Jenny, is that 
if  an amateur  wins , in  order  to accept  the 
priz e they must forfeit their amateur status .  

The R&A have ruled that the retail value must 
not exceed £500.  If a player decides to accept a 
prize in excess of this limit and thereby forfeit 
amateur status, they may be required to serve a 
period of up to two years before reinstatement.

The R&A also make it clear that they  should 
not be put into this awkward and embarrassing 
position and therefore strongly discourage such 
lavish prizes. 

Incidentally, the odds of an average player 
making an ace have been calculated at 12,000 to 
1, but it depends on the length and difÞculty of 
the hole.  For the same hole, the proÕs odds are 
about 3000 to 1.

Of  cour se there  is no prob lem with  a 
professional  accepting  the priz e! Your 
committee  may wish  to consider  having 
tw o priz es - one for  professionals  and  one 
with  a retail  value  of less than  £500 for 
amateur s.

S i m on Õs Top Ti ps

Febr uar y 1st and at last  the Senior's  Three  Club 
Competition and A GM took place .

A frost-bound course, with all holes on temporary greens 
promised high scoring from those enjoying, shall we say, 
generous handicaps. This proved so with Richard "Slog" 
Pickles romping to victory with 44 points. Mr Derek Collins 
and Tony Fewell completed the podium trio.

Retiring chairman and holder of the trophy Roger 
"Chips" Hill  was unable to repeat his success of 2009 due to 
an early morning coming together with his drive. Roger has 
a bruised shoulder, the drive will be resurfaced once the 
weather improves.

Replete with a very good lunch, many of the members 
managed to Þnd their way to the committee room on the 
second ßoor where the AGM was called to order by the  
outgoing Chairman Hill who was in expansive mood.  

Wholesale changes to the committee saw Brian Alford 
elected as the new chairman, Keith Whetton secretary and 
Henry Pritchard open secretary.  Captain for the year will be 
young Graham Jefferies with Dave Raymond as his vice.

A blend  of youth and  experience  which should 
pro ve unstoppa ble  in  the  gr uelling  pro gramme  of 
home  and away lunches  (with  a little  golf  thro wn  in) 
which lies ahead.

Phil Cook

Is i t  OK  t o wi n  a car?

Seniors Corner

The Seniors begin their 2010 
season with the Million  Dollar 
Texas Scramble on 1st of March, 
preceding the programme of the 
thirty-four friendly matches 
starting on the 8th March against 
Erlestoke at home.

I would like to encourage 
everyone who is aged 55 or over, 
with time to play on weekdays, to 
contest for all the Seniors trophies and to take part in the 
SeniorÕs matches.  YouÕll have a great time! 

All you have to do is put £5  in an envelope with your 
name on, then post it through the SeniorÕs letter box on the 
ofÞce wall by the big desk in the foyer, and your in. Please 
mark the envelope SeniorÕs Membership for the attention of 
Brian Williams. It couldnÕt be simpler!

 If  you need more information you can always e mail me 
on ultrasonic@potential.fsnet.co.uk  or give me a ring on 
01793 529766.

.... and now a note from the new Seniors Captain:

Graham

Would you turn it down?

Simon

30th Pro-Am Coming Up!
Tuesday, 14th September  will  be the  big day 
- our  30th Pro-Am  event and  it  will  be better 
than ever!
Look out for more news next time plus details 
about some great sponsorship deals.  Meanwhile 
put a note in your diary and start planning your 
team!  ItÕs going to be a great day.

Young Graham Jefferies
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